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the mass of the people was still too little developed to
defend needed reforms. As a result, the movement was
dormant for a short period and soon disappeared, leaving
only regrets in the hearts of enlightened patriots.
That which followed was merely the inevitable psycho-
logical consequence. Abdul Hamid II, thns freed from
troublesome constitutional restraints, adapted himself
readily to the exigencies resulting from the military
i catastrophe, and capitulated on March 3,1878, giving his
consent to the Treaty of San Stef ano. This was more
than sufficient to condemn him for all time in the eyes
of all those who, in this terrible debacle, retained suffi-
ciently sound judgment to penetrate his personal and base
motives. Seldom, in fact, had people suffered a more
profound disappointment. Hopes disappeared of a
Turkey, elevated to the rank of great European powers,
possessing a formidable fleet and an army commanding
respect, guided by the liberal tendencies and reform
measures of the leaders, Ba<iicj^Jdi4 Fuad and Midhat.
These dreams vanished iiT^an instant and he who, by
deliberately rejecting national representation, had as-
sumed alone full responsibility for it, exposed himself
in this way to the consequences of this profound
disappointment.
Ali Suavi Effendi, an enlightened theologian, endeav-
ored^oSr^ay 20, 1878, to deliver from prison Sultan
Murad V, who was then living in seclusion in a palace on
the shores of the Bosporus, where he had now recovered
his health. The purpose of the coup d'etat was to re-
store to him the throne which belonged to him rightfully.
This daring attempt, which took the form of a bold
assault failed, owing to the vigilance of agents command-
ing the guard; and Abdul Hamid escaped with a nervous
shock which helped materially to develop in him that fear
of plots and that abnormal anxiety as to his personal
safety which characterized the rest of his reign.

